




To the Fri ends t o Come , 

A brief letter to ;yrou, as it seems the epistolary 
form is the one most d irect in this time of mis-, 
over-, and i n-direction . 

The troubles of put ting thi s vohune together were 
numerous, and tra ces of these troub les a re evid ent 
in what we h a ve comp i led . There is a lot of pain , 
anger~ u.ncertaint~r, and mourning even for those 
who may not h a ve directly suffered a loss of someone 
the y h a ve loved 1 knovm~ held close to the heart i n 
these months . 

These are he a rtless times our friends , an d the colder 
the hearts get~ the more schematic, analytic, orderly, 
diagnostic, robot i c the c a lcula tions and projections, 
the deeper our challenges . The collect i ve e qu i pment, 
to borrow a phrase from another season, i s not or i s 
eqtdpped for the struggles ahead o:f' us , krJ.d the ill
tools tha t a re being p re pared a re anything · but the 
convivia l ones an old friend of the Society invoke d 
as anti-do~e to the hyp ertrophic tend encies of techno 
science a nd i ts medicines . 

Yf e offer thes-e letters a nd writings and somet i mes 
v tl;;eories ' (wh ich are thought - forms search i ng for 
l i fe-gorms and vice-versa ) as ways of nourishing 
the hearts, opening passages of brea th a n d thinki ng/ 
living· or li ving/thin .. 1-c i ng tha t may emerge fro m these 
restless nights of confined bodies and ambulan:th. _, h-1-

v 0 u_g~~ 

If t h e viru.s a cts as a tru th ser1JJn of our er:;och, "' ' 
then it also exposes the gaping holes, instabilities 1 

and inconsistencies of those disembodied truths; 
especially when brought tn the level of earthly 
existence a:nd more a ccura tely co-exi stence ~ inter
existence, trans-existence - expos i ng for all to see , 
the structural neglect of tru ths, c are s , uses, im/ 
possibil ities, i m/po ten tial ities of/for l i fe 
determined by the expense a ccounts of capital and 
state~ a t t he expense of earth and all it s inhabit
ants. 

A t l -~ ' d S2. i Ci t lA l - ~ . s ano .ner I rlen sang .o 1.1s once 9 we suou_,_cl _Ll ve 
and die vv it h our truths, not for t hem . 

( An d -:{es, i t i s tru e, s tra i ght line s d ece i ve!) 
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Dea r Vi r tlS, 

There is a bi r d sittin.g on a branch of a tree near 
the window where we sit t ogether to write to you, 
its voice, seen'lS r a ther young and there seems to 
be a n urg ency in its c a ll , i t isn ' t ve r~-y loud 9 our 
Ilroximi ty 1;hys ically to it gives us a. c h:ru:1ce to hea r 
i t, even see it, maybe it is in t h is suspension o f 
linear smd p ro gressive time, where -vve feel the flows 
of v a rious rhythrns of OTlr bo dies and the bodies of 
those i n. ne a rest p ro-ximity, t he shifting moods and 
em§'»tions tha t a ctivity c ancels out percep tion an.d 
rece:ption to, hovv to receive you, h andle you , touch 
or be touche d by ;your coming and vi s i t e.tion? It i s 
easy to say that you h a ve been pro duced in a l a b, 
wj_ thout h a ving t o enterta in any ' consp i r ac:y theory', 
i t is ' safe 'to say tha t without ' us " you ' would not 
exist , but this is a }Jarticula r ' us ' , which our Soci 
ety of Priends a ttempts to take d ist ance fro m, dis 
as so ci!:l~te, d istingui sh , d estitute, the inst itTite s, 
institut i ons, research centers , colonies a nd knovv
ledge coloni es (the tvvo a lvvay s being i nterwoven), 
these settlement s of knowledg e, they sett:led them
selves p ro duc ed occlusions of percep tion i n the 
cent ers of existence, gated co@nl1nities of sense, 
for vvhich,out of which,your vi s itat ion can only 
mak e 0y.e1 sense 9 the human sense, vvhich i~ not a t a ll 
a ~~M~'l"~e human, 'l7&E poten tia l hw11an, 'lJ±!e becoming-•• . 
but it is a particule.r • hmnan ' which our Soc i e ty can 
not id~ntify itself with, it i s h a lf of life which 
made the othe r half its object, it is the sub ject 
vvho cut a n d contim.1es t o cu t m1d i s it self t he pro
duct of i t s labora t ories of cutting away and off the 
sc r eams, the cries~ terror of t heir objective, i n 
qui sitive gaze , vvhich ~Ln the name of ( a :parti cular ) 
life, 3res wage v.rar on the rest , and for whi ch, even 
if 3res, you are: a foreseeable or u.x1fo reseeable con
sequence, of vvhat conse quence, J:lovv tha t you a re h ere, 
to i gnore you, detest you, mangl ed as you may be ~-
as many of us 1 who hear the novv deaf e~ning cry of t he 
glaciers vvhich melt our ice boxe s full of carn.a g e, 
are , feel ourselves the scars of the cuts 7 covered 
over with swa bs of alco hol ul astic 2'owns fres hlv 
pro cessed from t h e dnlm rolls of climbing and f~llin.g 
barrels of bodie s vvi tb fri ghtening r a tes of return , 
_;::> I I • ' ~ 

J..O r -cnem Whlch ls ' us ' vvhich i s not us 1 which is 
no t 7 hmnan ' but us as hv .. man mutilated a s y ou

9 
s h a rin§ 

mcestorymus t U.."l/make s ense, of oprr troubled me eting, 
and a wa y it flevv 1 the little b ird . -2-



Dear Virus~ 

can one write a love lett:er to a virus, is it allowe d 
especially when a whole world is organized to snuff 
out your existence, to get u:s all back to school 1 

back to vvo rk, back to cons-..1me , back to the incessant
roar of a voc·iferous machine vvhich knows no end but 
the consu.1·nption in fire or floo@ or flowers so bright 
so :red to shoot straight :imtro our b l0odstreams a ll, 
light us up , so high tha t we wont know what hit uus 0r 
what we h it, a ccelerating ever faster in fields of 
fra cked forest-s fl a ttened further from any chance 
to stop again, they want to 0'etu.rn , make work mak e 
live make die make forge t. M At<E 

Can one write a hate letter to a virus, is it allowed 
esp eciall y when you revea l a ll the d istances anc1 
absurd mad inexplicabl e rational despicable o pport:-w..n
istic ca lculating hat-e filled man.ipulati ve controll~p 
heart shattering to p ieces sha rds grinding life downg 
to i t s ugliest beauty, where confr onted with death, 
a n d all that those ourselves we have and are forced 
to abandon , c an we h a te you for the songs they sing 
a nd t he po ts they bang every evening a t seven which 
ca n even bring and maybe for tp.is most a sense of 
somethi ng common to vvhich we feel forced to join as 
if all on ships a fter a sojourn into the real";~ which 
we found only a hall of mi rrors , but what joyful 
mi rrors when we could point them at ourselves a nd 
see our maskless emptiness able to p117oject beyond 
what we we r e told asked to r un after~ and now parting; 
on the shore, we sing our l as t merry songs . 

5LAVtR'1 OVc/?.WORI< FAMINE. SMM'I.P~X MA t.A();IA Jtvf:t.i.JUI'M ~ 
Can one write a mournful letter to a virus, it is _, 
especi ally when i t is here i n thi s chasm a llowed? 
that ;you have opened in t he dark infini t;y· of wha t 
we cannot know ur:rtil we have passed on, and whe r e 
we catch a glimpse however fragmentary of all t he' 
lives which this ship , whi ch carries us , implores us 
to bo a rd ,has to d iscard , the dead , they are a weight , 
a bu.rden , vvhat we saw what you shovv v-1e saw fish we 
saw p l ants we saw h i roshi ma and fukushima vve saw 
al - n aqba - deir - zor- rcrwanda - rohingya - darfur -buchenwald 
slave - ships -p l antations -slash -and - burn- dig --n- durnp 
we s aw whole mountains seas cann i sters of hell smells 
unknown lots of costumes fe a thers trinkets to ys , how 
t -hey said after now, let ' s go, let ' s do it agffi.lfuirain 
patch it up pack it up vict-ory over the sun. moo J:ID 
over the dead whom, thi s is the way it was vvill be 
til death do us part, o r ? 
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Dea r Virus ~ 

We a re almost in the mi ddle of Apri l a nd by n ow so 
much has been sai d a nd writ t en a bout you tha t we 
ourselves wonder h ow to d ifferentia te what we are 
a ttempting t-0 do i n this s pace of writing and this 
fo r m of addressing y ou; from most of what we read . 
To do thi s, we thought a s way of begi nning, i t cou l d 
be interestin~ for you to have a sense of the field 
of responses :~to you) 

t he f ll a s a k i ller 
a . as enemy o a 1 
b. a s the cause of death of many t a ken before t-b _e ir 

t:h '"' · 11 ·· f 1 1 · -uJilme · · b c-. as v e caus:e oi ml Ions o- p eop e oslng ·u elr ' JO ~ 

d . a s t he des troyer of economi es 
e .. a s t he begi nning of a long p roce·ss of sys temi c chao ~ 

f . a s t he declarat i on of ( a ~ofal t· f a nd colla~ 

1
. TBvis iB!e }~:r:l'r0~rai1Yd -~ -

\§1- s ' l rus· . lngune name O.L 
g . "'" s a na-curally o c curlng phenomenon I :UEPE _AGAINST /.. I FE . 

wh i ch we huma ns h a ve not been expose'a t o and 
f or thi s remain vulne r able; some then say we 
could have been better prepared and thus, 

h. a s something c ompletely a vo i <±table if s t a tes vvere 
we~e oriented towa rd t he well~being of their 
citizens , r a ther t han tha t of corpora tions, thus 

mi . a s a neo libera l virus i n i ts t :erminal ph a se 
j' . a s the e a rly s t ages of a medica l Kat rina expssing 

de c a des crf cut ·s to public health , a nd the stark 
cla ss and r a c i al d i visions in a c c ess to c a re . 

k 8 a s the excuse for fur ther milita riza tion of daily 
existence , using the collective pani c as a 
pretext to i mpo s e a n d make p eo ple a ccep t level s 
of surveillance p reviously una cce}J t able and 
supplant human cont a c t v i a machi nes devices 

l. as t he cha nce to stop consump t i on of ne a rl;y every
t h ing a nd produce fo 1lX ourselve s what we need 
t o subsist, to sus t a in life . 

m. a s the cause to bri rrg once again to t he foreground 
the b a s i c· necessity of c a r e and the eve ryda y 
re p ro duct i on of our liv es a t the cente r of poli-

n . a s t he c a use of depressions s u ici des t i cs 
starv a t i on violence against women 

o . as o pportuni ty to reo r ien t s t a te s -toward further 
- to1Nard more so cia l ecological enrichment of 

economica lly ' susta inable ' t he fevv 
pol i ci e s, ' g reen new dea ls ' e t c. , 
toward t he c~nso lidation intensifi ca tion of 
t he ir power through suspension o·f legal pro 
tect i ons in the n ame o f security/sa fety/he-alth 
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p . a s a porta l between from one world to anoth er, but 
q . as an o-pening into a hetero-chronic time which~ 

which breaks the stra nglehold of/ on time and the 
exp erience of our selves our bo d ies, the soc i ety 
within each of us as multiplicity 9 bra cketed f:rw m 
the ' social ' but brou ght closer to all the sta tes 
of (forced) isolation a nd confinement on earth . 

r. as a life or deat h ( ( a death which will no long er 
be so e a sy to· outsource via an ontolo g ica l vicaria:t): 
stru.ggl e against the iffit3 NGrv'rn , a nd its d i g ital p ro - · 
j·ections , screens , i n t erfaces whi ch are the bunk ers 
a nd gat ed cominuni ties of self-i solation situa ted i n 
and with gap i ng holes extract i n g from,; explodi ng, 
EARTH , which 1 1s a struggle for breath, beyond the 
b iolo g ica l , ~a~0 a s tha t which 'Ne hold in- common 
vvi th all forms of life . we c a n ' t b r eat h e! 

s . As a ca use of a n almighty cra sh in constunerism whicl 
a ccount s for 7'0-SO<fo of cont empora ry ca p i t a list 

t . a s a bundler of a ll the contradicto economie s . 
ene r g i es, forces, desires at o-nce-b!olo gic~l,polit~ 
cal ~ exist ent ial, c on fronting, a sking us e a ch ; under 
whatt co~ditions and in which wa y woul d life be 

wo r n ;l!Vlns::·. h. ~~ ·h f ~.. _:] · th 1 u . as a pa H Oglll'l w lCl.L ... a s a r more ·~_,o u.o Wl ·· numa n 
a ctions, s paces , effects, exploita t ions on/of earth 
as a p roduct or a l abo-ra tory, a s outcome of more 
t han a century of exp eri menta tion ' study ''rese a rch r 
i n the weapon i za tion i nsti1JJT1ent a lization ensla v e
ment domest ica tion ma stery over orga n ic life? in 
f a ct several centuries, they s a y you too k hold i n 
the l a bora tory of the pl anta tion and colonie s, 
which d e p end on r a d i c a l s i mplif ica t i on, el i mina tion 
of whole c a tegori es of a ctors, agents; r ad ica l 
substi t ut ions of ·whole domains of plant, aiD..imal l i fe 
microbes a n d huma n l a bor systems in i nt e r a ction w/ 
them; r a dica l break in the connection to p l a ce , 
i n the g enera tion of life of b o d ies, transformi n g 
to numbers 1 v a lue· crea tion extra ction b a sed on the 
man agement of numbers;simplifica tions , subst itutions 
breaks i n co nr tect i on which continue to shap e a n d 
exten d d iscipline ' n a tura l i ze ' the b ecoming numbers 
of hu.."'la n a...YJ.d e a rthly existen ce, a ll thewhile en
a bling· through the ir ecolo g ica l s im]Jlifica tions a ll 
k inds of ' pests ' a nd ' p a thogens' to gather and to 
develo p more e as ily into new :aad virulent va rieties 

V! . a s the excuse, wh ich if not met vvi th i n ten sive a n d 
exten sive struggles, to further consol i date the 
existing a rran g ement of forces, inequa lities, walls 
new f a scisms. new wa rs. , x . y . z . _
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Dear Viru.s, 

Epo khB , epoch e , epo cha , e poch, suspension, suspended , 
ce ssation ~ stoppage, pause, held i n check, n o more 
-'- h 1-1 • ' h ' r> • l t .£:' L • . uuan -u 'llS Or 'Gua -G1 OI JUG.gmen , O'.L ·ura nsmJ_SSlon, where 
'Nhat , who, how 1 when , if, you, age , pe rio d , time , 
season, t he po i n t at whi ch things a r e b rought t-o halt, 
you who we cannot see, we canno-t hear, colThuunicable, 
transmi ssible, none thele s s, a mess enger, who simply 
c a r ries a message without adding anything, who perfo rm 
a tively announces an event ·which a lready too k place 
but til now had rema ined h i dden, a limit c a se of 
understanding, reason, r a tiona l judgn1ent;, p recaution, 
risk a version , fe a r, pani c, a nRiety , react ivity , 
over-rea ction, over-reach, h ;y-pertrophic growth, 
technolo g ical appar a tuses, self-destruction of species 
economic growth, int ens ive-self - algori t t.L.rn i za tion, 
the patho geni c pursuit of health , the relig ion of 
science, i a tro genes i s, the religion 0f economy , the 
stay h ome d irective, the make-vvork d irective, the 
I \Nould prefer not to d irective, invitation of a life
time strike , no t i n the n arne of safe t y and securi t~r 1 

n o t in the nrune of Go d, not in the n ame of money , 
wo r k , heal th, virus·, Deqr Virus, 

the;y- say so much a bout you·, even 
tgose i ndiffe r ent to you,or , who do not see you a s 
t he maki ng manifest or more evident what we h a ve 
a lready been living~ a t leas t many in ou~ Society of 
Friends , vve h a ve nothing to return t u , nor to a f:firm 
or negat.e, to ac cep t or reject, to g ive or t ake , 
we a re seekers who i n t h is epochal space-time, of 
suspension dis cover pe rceive hea r the irrevoca b le call 
of revoca tion of a ll voca tions , p rofessions, s pecial 
i zations, divi sions, borders, walls of labor, class 1 

do we re a lly think we can wake u p a nd repeat our days 
in the same way we were asked to before, our winters 
d i sappearing , our mount a i ns d isapp e a ring , our bees 
d i sappearing , our a ir ou~ breath d i sappeari ng , our 
rivers, s eas , streams, oceans , buri a l gt'ound s villages 
homes, forests, l and s, seeds, our capacity to desire 
love to live disappearing, forced to l eave , f lee ,. 
abandon , seek refuge, war , flood, f ami n e, fire , where 
do you want us to retuD:"'l to, the fut1...1re tha t foreclos e 
futures, the world which destroy s world.s , I };refer - s 
no t to, we prefer n ot to, in t he e pokhe of Ba rtleby, 
in the with the susp ension, epoch of the Virrts. 
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Dear Virus, 

So here we conclude ano t he r series of letters to you 
which vve bundle t ogether lS:-ct'e and send further afielc 
to t he Friends to Come~ and dic1 vve sa~~ anyt h i ng new 
to your d i d we ourselves avercome t h e r isk of nois e 
ma.k i ng? our answer t o ourselves is a resounding y·es! 

We hav e been clear 9 c onci s e, coherent~ c o,g ent, our 
language has not trembled , we h a ve be en certa in of 
who we a re, have been , and we will be, or? Conf~onte~ 
with the limits of a particular ' reasonability ' we 
r a ther embra ce the thresholds where our reasons are 
put into doubt and question. Por what rea son, vvhos:e· 
reason was tha t, how was it t a ught you 7 cost an.d 
benefit, means and end ijl,good a nd evil, friend and 
enemy, and vvb.ere was the body i n all this reasoning? 
An old friend once s poke of an epochal body , that is 
vvhatever could be understoo d a s 'our' bodies have 

im/for e p ochs been ins cribed vvithin reg i mes of treatmeni 
ca re, tend ing to, vvhich gave rise to settlements and 
schools, institutions, practices, tendencies, regime 
of, systems of pro ducing repro duc ing representing -s 
bodies, and even i f all of t h is'·blows over ' vvith the 
next gust of wind or tempest, the s torms to come , it 
i s a s if, in this epoch of the vmrus, the dead ends 
of t l1.is cyborg· envi sioned bod~r sutoject to touchle·ss 
breathless machinic JJ etroleL.un capital intensive ca re 
whose laboratories now i nvestigate the c ure for vvhat 
could be the cond itions of possibil1ty for you to 
h a ve, to comF, to us, inca rna te bo dy, anima te body, 
beloved body 1 enchanted bod:v, bo d ies of knowledge 
whi ch put y<a>n to work and which lJrake a work of you, 
magical body, how many h ad to be burnFd in the· bon
fires of their vanities, to prove t h ey were and had. 
the right? 

A mouth becomi ng hand becoming word be comi ng soun d 
be c·oming note be corning feelings SJJread a ccFo ss pl a i n 
st reets left for p;:ipe r cans refused home papers law 
of money l aw of surveillance l aw of d elivery from 
ste1Js becom.in~ dance rising to a p l ay of co n t a ct 
i mprovisa tion becoming liberation toward a new u se 
old/:m·ew forms of commLmal ea rthly terroir situated 
positional o ppo s itiona l bodies of care and care of 
bodies, becoming bird song becoming body of life. 

We thank youJ dear Virus ~ who we addre s s not as a 
subject or ooject of stuay but as a possibi lity, 

ro- or and a potentiality for comrnunicabili t y . 
Let our distances be a sign of resp ect (not fear) 
o f this potentia lity ef which is also O\.J.r own . -7-



PRE POST1 CO NTACT MI NI K 

IVlinik~ i n my dream I saw ;you last n i ght- , i nside t:l1e 
bullilding of the l\.me rica n Diluseum of Natural 
History, you we re r ulli"li ng 1 searching on every 
f loor a n d ever;;/ galler~r - for what or whom , I 
am no t sure . 

lVI inik , I am seaJ:?ching the word body in the 
Phenomenology of t he Spirit:_. 

Iv1 inik 7 y ou were d i ggi ng i n the gar den of t he museum , 
looking for somethi ng . 

1\'I i n i k , :Lt seems tha t I am mi xing t he wo rds wi t h the 
matters themselv es . However , aren 't we entit1~ 
to designa te things in t e r ms tha t a re not: ~ 

nBcessarily appro pria te for them? 
Mi n ik, we •Nere walki ng on Centra l F'ark West, close t{Z>' 

79th street , towar ds &'1d a1Nay from t h e museum , 
;yov.r hands stre tched as if you were about tD f l y. 

Mi n i k , you V·irote t hese words vvith cha l k on the g round; 
Disposition - Fa vorable? 
Circ-wnstances c a nno t be eas;y on anybody ' s 

1\!I i n i k , you vvere a ttendi ng a stage-d (i magi nation . 
funeral , it was your father ' s funeral, but. 
someone had s tolen h i s body . 

IVI inik , the p roblem with 'us moderns ', d i s - embodying 
selves to the abstra ction of a ' pure o.oing '. 

IVlinik , I saw ;you cry , I savv you smile . 
Minik , i t l ives, and yet nobody kno ws from whe re 

since when or h ow it appeared . 
Mi n i k , how to retriEVe a be i ng i n a bo dy i n ' what-it'

h a s -not-ye t-done ' a nd i n ' wh a t-it- will-never-· 
be-a b l e-t o - do '. 

Mi nik , I was reading a newspaper , a horro r fiction 
luxury-life magazine, a f ashi on automobile 
bus±ness maga- zine ? a. science-fiction porno
g ;raphic relig ious magaz i ne, fragments? words, 
s p read on a page 
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Symptoms eff e c t , affe ct, aff e c tion 
Wb ' . b ' r · t n _a '"G J_ S a 0 G.V ( V' l ' , _,_. - l · · , , r 

c on aml n ad, ·ulo n t"' f; od -cha i n vnau lS _:--. bl~lnt;~? oo nfyl!' 
a e ser ( - .a n ul- lo· l c - r e _ ex 

-'- t . a tre-e u~oo:e &'h~ ch 'tvvo ca 'Gs a re 
sys vema l C d t · ~ o l s climb i -ncr? e g enera lOn -1JovverTess-o 

new viruses . a house? 
_.. _ .C' _ - , u rUD.u n e s y s-cems __ . . 

a b?dy _the .L ul__!_hod~ r . _ 
0

f ea rth va c cln a tlons 
l mpove r l s hment o f' s d L LS d . _._ nutri t i on 

- .. t . .le v d 
t . 

1 
" gaJ.:e .y ecsta-{¥J1 b . 1 . t; . ance 

oxlc oa as nera l l - les stress 
a body a mask the dail~ r a ce agai nst time 

the sword of d amo cles . . 
-'-'h , d-- a r±tllJnetization <a,f the~ne fe ar Jt b ~anc er 
u e 00 ;y a s enemy r e a dy f o r SQ CJ_a ' (} Y 

a p e r n1anon _;-_ unecu a l -r 1 ~-r tre a chery 
- ~,., _ ~ "_,_._ 1;,~ ~ v_ 1A 

1 ·--f -:- ~~:o""body thea"gains t t J1e bo dy 
rlCll sourc es t:.rJ.e namuer 0 IH.Lene · lths -b .. :, - .-f" +-h- - b 

resources i n n a ture a oc.y 0 ~ 1!1_ e· :r.tUx'TI Br 

i;~_-e ~-crd:IT p·f t-- ,?-~'1er~ c ?, t he ba s i s of non- tox i c 
t

. r e ~.; 'fC:):;'n~c. f e _...:nn :_,q~;. e ? _ l _ t- m l - _, -
~e .o"o.y -o . war co· moneyp _a n s t --' ,., 1 . l .eo.l'-'ln e " essen .L o" Ol _S 1 _ 

s u n d . t - . 1 c a;y s r a l a l on ml n era -'-. , .,. _ wa ve r s our . t 
Dear S1 r 9 Dear Mr. C'aca, env lronmen -. our _ 

· , to d o- educa teou r---- se__!_ ve s 
:Please u..nderstanCL , this above a l l lS i:{ vva r:tJ:ing. 

Wh a t ca n a bCJdv do? . hovv-'f 
v a ffect ab l ll'tY h a b i t 

relations cont a c t 
a c 'E l on u se 

every relation a s oul movement and re s t speed and 
i nfinity of part_s a fo rm of l i fe sitowness 

relationsholdiBt9nro~ si:g,g- i n decompo singcont a ct 
a 'ua n ua sm . -

1 
. , 

1 . intensi tio~ affe ct a Sl l'J.gu a r t36tl~ l 0 e 
a m?t-r {ang on , 'Ghe :;r:nt:e :lt:fec~~ , . , , · ·. . - d~ · · h-wr1 tJ.:n.o· "'s -coucb liJ2' _ _ TlngaLlgraen'Glng or lffilnl. s __ 

- - o cc - -oa bod;y WA'J!l~OVV ""'Y' t-o a ct- - lng 
the one i ntell ec t - l. 

0

~ mar~i~g in t he 
1 A-Pfec +~ Slngu a r 

~ u~a gesture towar d touching upon sense 
a b o dily life ancl a pol i tica l s ocla l · exi s t en c e 
s ingul a ri t y- e x pres s e d a singu_l a r bo dy 

the tollCh of something· outs i de' on::tolo gy o f s t y le 
h i dden d islJlace d s-paced What ca n a _ bo~y un~o? 

, "' ~ . , b ody and l anguage anonuologs a s writ-
a cody pc.rtlcula r wi thdrawn a l angu age shared lng 

_ _ _ . , - a poet ic g e s t u r e 
transfo r ml ng l qn gu age _ - t · _ d 

rema ining ?" - stranp·er expro prla lon a n non -
appro p r.La 'Glon a n Cf d. i s appro pria t i on belong i n g 

in contact to conta ct appro nria tion 
e v ery u se a pola r g est ure ' -'-£an a 

, , ,- +ir. t 1"e 'N'r .; tl-na- 1' I'· add rPS"'e-d s:e ·nt- f ·,--.o ·~nhabl+ " -".u. .u. ' -L b C-'--~ ~ ·- ' ~-b " i {;~S 

my body as a stran2'er to rr""' , . 1 hodies_t~"'\:p0;oprl}i ~.; on nilfir':&? use vO-lyun C'e a slng U"SCl Ta te , -'--
wrl ting: a homela n d from there to a n exi le c:_n o_ut;h;-tbh~tre 

, bl _,___ ~ - d - uo l n a . l a p eo e a suone a p~ace a bo ~ a word 
arr interru:p tiorr ·· lang ua g e tou ch e s on sense 



Mi nik , how to embo dy the s pirit? 
Mi nik , how to i magine the o ther a s somebody vvho 

refuses their own inwa r dness? 
J\ilinik, vvh a t i f everybo dy cla i med to be work ing only 

out of t heir own s i n gula r int erest concer:£n . 
wh a t really mat~ers? Lg 

Mi n i k , was an~rthing supposed to be d r awp. u p out of 
tha t dee p ·well a nd b rought u p to the light 
o f t he day? 

1\'I inik, I saw skeletons riding horses , with a black 
bird on t he b a ck o f one of t he horses 9 and 
other skeletons counting gold a n d s ilver coi~ 
i n t wo ba rrels ( one of the b a rrels f a ll:i:ng) 
a n d a bo a t in t h e hori zon s i nking , and wild 
fires f a r away 9 a n d bones everywhere scatt-e~cr 
like words without l etters wi thout meani ng, 
a nd t wo more skeletons pull i ng· two ropes hung 
on a d ry t a ll tree, I look u p t o see t wo 
church bells ring i ng , but I c a n.no t hea r a ny 
t h i ng, a nd then leg ions of skele t ons chasing 
some p eo ple , some flee i n g and others fi ght±n g 
a n d I was t h i nk i n g to myself ~ where did lVIinik 

l\~ inik , I turn ed a page a nd more word s were g_o'? 
t here sca tt e red, clust e red l i ke ch i l dren 
l i ke ch ick en or p eo ple i n Peter ' s Painting s . 
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The i s l and location lock 
lock 
lock 
lock 

locl( 
away 
out-
up 

loca te and localize ~ . a ·nd moaernlsm J.- ·mo·dernity 
Sq1.xeak 
Squeeze thought Electoral College 

Electrocute 
Thus hence therefore\ 

forwa rd looking for why Goldmine 

Hydra 
Hydro gen Bomb 
Hydro gen Pe roxide 

G'old reserveNI 
n 

Bronx M M rnm " 
Brooklyn 

I'ioncommunicatin!§ 
Nonclassifiable 
Non-citizen 
N()fl.-civilized 

Non- Ar a b 
Non- Chinese 

Non-Bacterial 
Non-Buddhi s t ; 

Non-Contemporar;y 
Non-Cap i t al ized 

Non- economic 
Non-engl i sh 

l 'a r alegal 
Iaralax 
Parallel 

Primit ive Primitivism Non-fa scist 
Mar gi na l Non-financial 

Non- fanatical 
Ma r gi na l i ze Rehearsal rwn- fu.nctional 

Hegress 
H. egret 

Re l a tion 
Re lentless 

Non-indexed 
Non-Indian 

Bread and But terRememberance 
Break and Bnt er Reluctance 

Non-human 
Non-indivi dyal -
i\T • f' J.:S bl'C' Han-ln..:: ect_ d 

Breathe 
Breathe again 
Br e cht-

let there be added 
a s needed or desired 
t wice daily 

t ake 
A capsule 
A s poonful 
Dilu te 
Dissolve 
·rops 

Pills 
Powder 
After meals 

Overtask 

Overta x 
Over-the - counter 

four times daily 

- _e· . 

Non-materiali st~ 
Non- medi cina l 
Non-linear 

Non- pro fessio p.l 
Non-:rrofitabl'§ 

I'Ion-ra.tion8.1 
Non-rea ctive 

Non- s ,.rnt a ctic 
Non- systematic 
Non-symptomatic 

Dollar 
Cent 
Pound 
Shilli ng 
At 

As much a s you :plea se 
As much a$ will suffice 
As much as you need 

Percent 
Non- Vertical 
Non-Vi S\I al 

Non- represen t--
11 - a tional 
1~on-sensical 

-11 -
Non-product.i ve 



IVIinik 7 

Ifl inik 1 

lVlinilc, 

IVlin.i k , 

the language of universal truths 
i s fr!Yre ig:.'l to me . , 
I the palm of your hand, with the lines as 
streets as the map of Manhattan, extending 
f a r be~yond the city to Nevvfoundland, t0 
Iceland,ta Greenland . 
I savv you crossing a road in the mi ddle of 
nowhere , I a sked you where you were go i ng, 
the road ' s nai'Tie was individuality? you told 
me, I am go ing over, overcoming -t;his opp0si
tion, of be ing - for-itself and being-in-itsff 
I saw you as a god coming to light, a t . ~
sunset and in the de pth of the creat ive 
night, as a god falling dovm i nto an 
externality 9 into a universal contagion 
called lc:mgu.age 9 I sai d yes Minik -this I 
this foresaken idea of the for- itself and 
the in-itself, l et us forge t it-. 

sisu sati tu t ap i pu pari ru r t:l.g i g u ga ju j a tuta 
t apa ruvi k i jimi yu.lc }(anek kuuk t a ru t a gu kaki a n i 
saki h a ki uy1.x y a k panik pu a k i a n a nu s a si v a ri ma sa 
n a l a k iva mi vu viru r iru: 
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Dear Tommy , 

It is early April 2020 , and not ha ving reached you 
the se l as t weeks, we t ake to writing this letter to 
you , knowing tha t g iven your age, g iven the f a ct thmt~ 
you still a r e forc ed to work t o- live, g iven tha t youT 
wo rk in Camden has eeeR i n volved you b eing· out in t he 
st.reets of the city i n the hours when a ll a re a slee·p 
a ttempting t-o help a nd find a ssistance for the mosit 
excluded a nd crimi nalized p eo ple communities of our 
time , t h ose who wo rk, walk , i nhabit sle-e p the streets 
a s t hey h a ve been denied ano ther way of existing;, 
given the d ep th of your heart and the d e pth of the 
~J:l-,£-P.J?.i.Ug _c~pJj..iffi.: we lige through and the dis
p ro port ion af t he we i ght o·f those overlaps , those 
compounding i nterests, and theiF a ccompanying viola tion 
of whateve r l aws of hmD.a ni ty constitutions r ights -s 
enforced forc e d ..s .r~.llliU.?-l i t:iJ,t?~- ' which h i de every dee·d 
a bduction l ynching burning trials witch hu.."l·t ·s i grwre ~ 

~~~min~~*~rfr~·i~~k%~ ef ? ~e~~~# M!~f!~is ~ 
s tructures other than the fra g ile l ines of touch and 
hol d ing one a nother in time s of ne ed , they f a ll, and 
you, where a re you, how a re you hold ing , a re 3rou hold 
i ng?/ Your phone rin g s, your vibra nt voice on the mess
age vvhich for many years whatever the season wol.Xld end 
exp l o de wi th a Happy Spring! we lea ve a message, but· 
no answer o ;~~li'~~-t:"';:r..:~~~~r:-~;ff.O:;..:";;;.~~,.~~-t~;;.:o~-~~~;;:~;:::?!~:;.·:~""'~;:~~~~~~~~~~:.;!t':'b~wr~~...-lt~;~~~~r~~·~·-

.~~#'&~ J:lior s ome years novv , your messag e cha nged t ·o 
a more sober one, and our l a st meet i ng with you a t your 
smal l fl a t i n Camd en, : it was a s if'X~uphoria which held 
you i n the entive struggle t:o lea ve the prison, the 
insist-enc e to affirm write d r aw crea te love even if 
held .im.p.;p.i,gGR~G.. by systems of injustice, all tha t kept 
you a live in the 4;0,.± Y, e~!§. gf death f.Q.Yi , soli t ar,Y con::-
finement, res.ilience resi stance revolt revolutlon of 
t"'nought ;, existence whatever could be called self care 
~~ ............,.!>i;sQi:il~= -~ ' ' ..-... f - .. 
awareness consciousness:, marked as the lo-iNes:i, scum 
of earth' rema~l_\;ed redeemed recla_im~~ excl~imecl Happ:§[' 

Spring -!f i ·· was as f ' . uliis a1r v~ctfi""'"keptyou'~high 
was h a rder t:o find breathe , a s if the prison out-side 
which you had fought Grff from withi n it to ge t out o ff 
it, out o f y 0u, was all a round you, i n the s treets yol'Ai 

·walked a n d drove through encirc:ling and chok ing ithe· 
l ~fj! of everyone you camefin touch with ~uched you 
t he ·we i ght o f a heavy ai r ~~ma mach ine tha t ma$hes and 

~~~- ~ 

smashes lives it does not reco gni ze i n it s eve r expand-
ing and colonizing mar k ets . pl a ces of d is&i n vestment:. 
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De a r Torn.my , we don ' t kno v,r where you a re right no'N, 
nor ho vl , ;j;yl'l:e y: ;j;ytJ:ey: they, ca n we say, vv e love you , 
the sa;y· p re - existing conditions, what . kind of 
conditions · do-t~y me an, does · cias 'SC!:Oes r a c & does 
sex sexual i ty a d d ic :C lon, d e p ende nce,crimina l-record 
vv i t hout-residence, residues, clues, click-clack - classes 
classified, pre - exi sting ,condi t ions of low,l ives , 
low, class , lower, rung s, h ighest, poverty· 9 levels, of, 
exposure, pre - existing ,cond itions, leg a l , extra - lega l 
illegal, thievery b anditry thuggery, ben edic t ion , 
ma lediction, a d ictiona ry full of terms n ames for 
things i n expressciible ~~~eraE?eCl. ~ Q- s .,""~' 
p re - existing c ondition s. / loi.'lmy'';·''t11ey-s~ch '(lay -
l or 2 hundre d peo ple a re dyi ng i n the ir homes eaefi 
a n d t h ey don ''t (keep ) c a n '' t count, they s ay their 
ice boxes a re full, t h ey s ay there a r e unclaimed 
bo dies vvhich they must bury in mas s g r a ves in city 
parkla.n d , pott;er ' s fi e l d , they s a y usua lly it :i s 
p risoned people prison-ers wh0 bury a few 25 a vveek 
on h a rt isla n d i n - mate s fro m rik ers , they s a y no w 
there a re too many, 10 , 000 prisone r s i n rikers, 
40 ,000 i mmigra nts de t a ined in, held in 9 f orced in, 
hol ding centers, 3, 000 ch ildren s e par a t ed from pa rents 
1, 800 s t a te, 110 f edera l, 1 9 770 juven:riil e , 3100 lo cal 
j a il s , 218 mi g n m t de t ention, 2. 3 million p risoners, 
millions enter ex it r e turn p roba tion parole rnoni toJre·d , 
you Tommy, vve didnt de n t know who to ca ll but we know 
vvho not, who not, who not to call when i n ca.se when 
i .n the c a se list; who Tommy we de n t ca ll inca rcera ·tie 
incrimina te believe wh a t t h ey s ay . /~omm~f,""'*V./e ""''CiO'H t:/\l§.m 
y ou to b e a n u.i1lber n o one t ·GJ be a numb e r 9 t.o them , we 
a r e on l y numbers, they pl a y vvith numb ers , a s s es s ~ 
a s s et s , liabilitie s , p,.ro,P<il b ili ti ens , pe rcent a ges, but 
you, we, n one o·f u s a r e a m;unber, to t hem a ir i s a 
river i s 8, f o r e st i s a mount a i n is a c i ty s ch ool 
h o s p i t a l pri son nurnbep·, i d l i~c ens e pa ssport no no n o 
do cument~, no pa role, n o c overage , no money , n o n o no 
T<? rrnny , pl~ase f i gX:t, cont i n u e thef j7}~P,j;~./il;.~Z?i-~#4s~ .... ~-Qot~.r;..,_ 
odds , aga l n s t the lr numb e r s Tommy . ~~.a;:r.;hn_;g W lli':':lJ':'_e .. _ + 

f f' · d t - - - n .V..tll084-·S . t ;.Q BB J.. D.Q v su ~ l ee, oes no do , we a re rlsk s , ~e are · - _ re a ~ ~i~ 

we a;e w ffi.nmra lJ i illtt e sSets, ~, £.u r .Q.JLn£ on t hei r 
sys t ems, we a re pre-exi s ting conch tion s ef t hat they 
p refer _to _ d o a~wt th ~ .lgc :ts:_ ~p , ~~ t_ ~ i e , maJse Cl~i e"',J 
~'le days' have"'"'passe a~ al1ct'"'";~;te"t'~6i~~lls 
still n o a nswer, but we know who not to ca ll , you 
were a ccused of t a king the lives of tvvo off i cers, 
and vvh atever meaning a blessing coulld be tD the dead , 
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bless them, you would have it no other vva y , but tfi.fi~Y 
ma de of you a monster , tha t they g ive gav e you no 
pla ce to become other , all those d enia ls of parole , 
t hat they s till came as a bro therhoo d a t your door 
in l.ar.o.rlen t o s a y , we are here~ we remember will notr 
forg et wha t you did, you a man of eigh ty a nd more 
years who g rew out of yourself so ma ny l i fe forms, 
a becoming b ird a becoming s pring a becoming l i nes 
weavi ng mak i n g of yourself a l~fe which b ehi nd bars 
which ma ny do not ma n a ge out si de~ to stri ke a nd move 
others to s trike i nside confi nement tn ma ke o f vour 
i mprisonment your l~£~Q~ a n experience of i solation 
deprivat ion tp:.e g r ound from which you ~ ? .. t;rik;~ 
ana. strike with others v~for counn ess other f aults 
crimes and rn i sdemea ners felonie s fra uduia:ant or f a ctual 
evidence juries ~udges judgr_Qents condemnations you 
who were de emed v..nd eserv'irig~ive a s f r ee ''Pe r s ons 
to vva l k a s where how with ·whom when 3rou wished , d eni ed 
movement, you sta rted your movement there, with a 
mi n i ma l me a ns and contac~t the stri ke sta rted there 
where· even imprisoned you' ·were vvork :im.g for the very 
syst em structure hold ing you' captive, captive life, 
you were not a fugitive , your fug i ti v i ty sta r t ;ed in
side, you began runnin g when you a nd the friends you 
ma de in .£S:.p t j Vi t ,y did no t organize a j a il- break , you 
were too many, you organ i zed stri k es, non- compliance 
and you broke the j 8:it , ln your own word s, you locked 

~~-~~ ~ 

the lock 1 you ~vere a c cus ed of breaking the l aw, u 
b roke the l a w, chain, noose of d eat·.t_:~g~..,._ 
round your neck a n d t..ha t of others/Tommy , ~7 ou · s "tll.l 
h a ve so mu ch to pass onto u s , we who app e a r free bu t 
volunteer to be captive and capti vateCf byan ct in stat 
~ - '1"" "'" . . _., -. 'I" 1 - , .L . + . J . - 1- es ... 
o _,__ h,;_,~ ~,~ .. a~Jl~~J.»~ ...... , . .Jle ~J2~ .. ~UC3, v~~Jk~_d,.l).Sj,2- c .r.l -
T~(i ey s p e a K o r l aw- rull-ne s s but "W'.h'S."t were V le;'T'aw s 
and t h e ke e pers of l aw wh ere were they a re they when 
ind i genous p eo nlEt·;e•r~ pushed off a n d k i llePt in t b e 
name of l aw, and t h.Le c ountless the~~~~w o-r l o cked-

<P who r ecogni zed t hat ' vve' d i dn 't l and on ~ll~r~no·, J.th 

roek !B!-ty:Inn 1Jl."t9{T l a n d ed on ' us '!· t hey didn 't have •·me ' 
in - ~ ? u -·- =-rQil1.£t..-.. ~Yh3.~the;y vv~() -q-~ ~ ~,he ir s;on ~t.,i tutJqns 
~~se sion -· e~·ed~as~l'f~t.fi8 ·· co!()D:J:'~a·t'i'on 
ended as if the sla very ended a s if the l a ws a n d the 
poli,c in they ca ll for ever end e d t-heir h a tred of us 
their discrimina tion i n c rimination of u ·s when they
were written a mmended re - comrnend ed re-ject·ed by the 
a b - j e cted 9 to refuse what wa s h a s been refused t o ' us ' 
seems the d iagr am of the coming poi i t·ic s, to even -
re fuse the ' us ' they ~d the :il dent i t y J?ace p"la ce' 
t hey g aVe' 'us' a s the I irs-c~ pr i s on f irst camp/ -M=:-



The -ori son. the C8mp , it s t a rt ed i n t he ir mind (or 
..1~ ' I ~ ~ . !!!11£'= ~·- ~;.. ~ ~ ~ 

v..ras it their pocket books) no Tommy 1 it s t a rted, everr 
the pocke t and t he book started i n the 'Nay of lool-r.ing 
a t and perceiving , it started with starting, orig i nat:
ing, fowVJ.d i ng·, d iseovering , i nstituting , new world, 
old vvo rld, one world they i magined , to make of worlds 
one, they projected u pon thing s i dentities and essences 
' n a tures ' to them, forms of life, way-s of rela ting t:o 
life, ethics , mod e s of inhabiting: worlds flatt~ene d onto 
one pl a ne pl a t ·eau , here the first colony· Tbmmy, and to 
be reco gnized by t h a t v iSion, v1e n ad f o make it ours, 
to i d en tify wi·bh the i d en tities and modes 0f i dentifi 
c a tion of the colony ,to become colony-ial, to be re 
co gnized, we had to accep t that u..:'l.de rnourished eye· ~ 
which saw only in binaries, goo d and evil, white and 
bla c k , man a n d woman , huma n and animal~ n a ture and 
culture, citi zen and a lien 1 _e asr~' and w,e-~i)(, it's a poo r 

' . T ' . llO- un -§OlJ"-i'.LJ. . J d 0 Vl Slon om._'TI;;,r we ? :re _P'lVe:p.¥eF;t even oy uhe lr scan ,_axa s 
0 f 20 2 o1H0 ;;t · r 0 rffin'y"; "·;You:-~w'e'""re' i·so!a~'tecl ' . ~ J~n .. ~your''T':L-:tt'i'~ 
cells and in the ;ya.rd in ~rour a ssigned i dent ities, 
se par a ted i n g roups ac co rdin~ to the 2020 vi s ion of 
the p rison guar ds , how were ;you a ble to break through 

~~-~-~~~""~ the i r vis i on , to trave rse the borders boundaries of· 
y our c~,;_- capti Vit ie .S Tormny 1 iSOrrt e d"" as"~ segregated 
a s r a ce s 1 na't:lons..., "''f' ollowers of this or tha t whatever \ 
fai t bf V~r:~i~~pl~~::ri"~~~·~~~~< , 
complimenta ry p l a y of diff'erences, scarcitie s i rnposed 
became abundances compose d mutually anarch:iisti ca lly 
c ommunisticall y decoloni a lly femini st ica lly? how? by 
ethi c s b- modali t:iies not as i d en ti t±es:;/.~~* 
Tolfi%~vB:of~~p:r&:net'l rcr~~~~~81l~ , He re we a re 
e a ch of us d reaming , but for what Tommy, to return to 
what ? to a ccept freedom in the terms se-t out by the 

' ~asters 'founders' vvhat exactly d i d they find when they 
' found ' what they found those f 8_ther fi gures i mages 
me t aphors ~n-~isions_. ~S,!',...~;..~£,l:J:t9~9 . a~~$~~~~ 

they h ow t lnnk l n g o- f f fO'V_ organlzed v·nth'1:turrlcane, · 
a nd p eo ple in c e lls an d prisons you could never re a ch 

by to ·uch, d en ied conta ct, how did you pro l:iJ erat;e Olj,j;,, 
of your cap tivity t he COL'l,t agion of strikefY'o~~~aid 

Tomrny tha t t.E;ere could be no s trik e against t he -orison 
without the genera liza tion of the strike ~ill the ;;vj_der 
p rison Which "crea '1:; e:s_s scenes c t "' -war , OI - ruin 1 Violence 

hu._ng er, __ ine auali t y , _. coersion, r evolt, i nmrisomuent;, _· 
... we--;-s:C)n~o f" "US '"i~~tet'Y~;;ti~t11~:twl~'it~.,, 

iJ:lomiTLY , we want .!9_ strike 51"gainst ~. r,:,r_:i. soj;1 gl ~ 
p risons ~ £.~2 !lt.Ef~f~~ ~l: ~P,~ pq~~lef 
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, .. , I d ' ~ ' I~ • b • t I _L I .J- . • f 
·i~ rj_ere -lO. Tl.J.e prlson egln ne camp vna G a>'nass l'ng: o 
fo rce to administer manage design clothe feed guar d 
build cond emn d i scar d rebuild grow cult iva te t he 
great confinements reserves and reservat ions come from 
1JV.hat we r e "t1ie '" a re t ileC"'riill-t"i ons WhiCh " k e ep them 
coming and running, what f o rce of l a w 1 vvhat forces of 
v io lence could a c q_llire bestovv rescind such rights 1 

deny and fight to d en;y to others? what i mage of right.1 

()f vvm'ong, of justice , of vvor:'~ihicJt.,~~\..~~;q~,"~~ .. 
d.est r oy other worlds~uo i~ ''tceepers o~ prl sons 
kee iJ them t g~J:'~~ : .. t)~-~~~£~~~~~""'.4~'1~, ~~~;;~:~ e~_,!gJ.:. 
themselves/ 1rm:rmny, ~the guarc1 s of 'Gh e prl §o li s l:oo'K 
af ter prisoners to look after their ch ildren, and v . .rhat 
k i nd of looki ng after is that? Tb'i'fht1Y~ft6\K?'~~·~oe'gi~~~· 
to cure and c a re for all the violence( and misery and ~ 
a rbitra riness of those who possess their petty powers; 
that a.re t he ground we 9 most of us 1 ha ve been brought;: 
u r• to desens-i t-i z o ou-r'-selveQ tof~-. .~~~.>;i;;""'~ 
,.;:~.~~__,;,,.._.,.,.;:,,_.~-=·c.,..;:~~;:;...~...,."""""'""'"""':;;:=-,.....: Tomru:v" from ou.r vvln-
-. -~~·;o:,:-e-.~~~~,~~·~'""' <"' "~ - ~~-<P:.~ ~~~~~,.:;.; ""'7 ~ ............. 

dow, in t h is moment, a man smoking while others pas s 
- t 1 -- -k ~ -c.r·-· .. , . . . + l 1 • L' 1 -Wl ~n ma.s ~s reac 1.es lnto a Cl uy garoage OlJJ: 1 IUmoles 
thrm,lgh~ no t finding vvhat he i s looking after, ·walks 
e:vvay , but the color of his ski n, it remn.ins To:mm.y 9 vvh o 
lTI.8,d. e it so \~J.b.at J119,Ct e it~ so f:.ovv 1n::trl~e i-t so_ t "J:ictt j_ t 

l " " . . " . tb·· . ' . -"' . h .l.. f V.Jou_._o" remal~ lmp:vlsone:- ln ;e ~ame J.. ;ne"-~~~~~1..~~ ~-~;..~;.,~ 
the co lony--lal gaze Whl ch maa. e l t so/l~o. w.na'"1 4:;"'0 say 
of what that gaze and vj_ sion has c1one to e CRrth, the 
many earths we , too many of us , are taught _.:t,o ;· ·~c:I:O-¢l,..,...,Q;p 
ignoringly- of vvhat lives beneath our feet/T~{y""'~od'ay 
we receive d news from friends seeking clemencie s for, 
relea ses for, t hose imprisoned 9 and mo s t Vtllnevable to 
the ~ .... t eE .£".! abandonment which the virus makes evi 
d ent, ano ther le t t e r a sklng for support in rele a sing 
a sylum seekers d eta ined, ano t her for releas i ng people 
wb.o .hc;we been living work i ng. a:enied documents and 
i mprisone d ' detai ned 'round eCJj-...u p ' by ~1 r a i ds, mass 
d e porta tions c entersy fleeing pre - existing condi t ions, 
the prison, t he camp, th~y seek refuge. insi Ck~x.:~J;1~~"P 
of a ll the camp s, the prlson of all prlsons)f iflbmm;sr , · 
they want us to return to vvork i n - for t he nri s on of 

- ---..._. ......__ ~. "'"~ ..!. ~e. -

all prisons , hut locked up in so lita ry confinement, 
f!O r our own ''p r o t e ction! a nd otb;erHs ~ while it i s mostly 
the sisters and brothers of t h ose j a iled deta ined in
c rimina't e d who aref orc e d to exnose thems elves clean 
coom del iver }Jack p"ick"servi c e ·;;vhich 0 uhersao ~ 
~ -~~'!!" ~ ~' ~ 

mean, t h o se mean 9f fp i th ·Jn t he eC'O''lomy .,,,.., +h e WQ "nk 
vvhicn i s essentia_ to ~·:rceeeep -cne pri son of~ ~a:ti prit:ro n s 
runni ng) c a n we, like you did To nrm.:~r, t ake d istance 
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a nd see 1 en-vision with our own eyes ~~o'%<:pt1<t, 0vv~ 
have been ask~ .!£ J;3 Pf OC},u.s.,e, the masks assigned , 
the roles pre-o.etermined, the blocking, the (social) 
distances between the roles already in place en-
sl_lrine~ 1 st,!~~,!urall;l • ~~l~~~,J?,.C: ~ iced , :in~ aual111~~E3 
dl-VlSlOnsf You oh'c"r'~o''l a. US tfla""t'·~~ng ·l.nCa rcer 
ated ' you were not politicized and your politics 
emerged ' inside 1 alone in solitary with only your body 
your images? inconfronta tion with a ' self ' y ou could 

~~~~·'~~""' ~ ~ ~ . .__. 
_£pl:y ~~1~ ~ and "J?A:S~.e~~ ~.2.~ of -is th~s sense of 
poll t1cs then 'd e t erm1ned. by our capacl t;y to t a.ke 
distance from the role or identity we have been 
assigned or in some ca ses sought o :u~·ade for our
's~lves' (a role_which ~e~p s thi ngs in their,p~ace~ 
malnt alns the order of uhJ.ngs, the state of uhlngs} 
(whether as J.?fi~_?l~er, gu~;rd .o:r: the prison .or its 
theorist) ? -s uhls nou v'i.hau_ lS _c:tsked of -chose of us 

in confinernen~'"d8,v?p ,....~..J!j!!!J .. ""~!'1u1J~"•~t t!!mt&G.=-•· 
:~~¥ TbiTLt'lly,you began to create lines 
forms inside t ·he death hou•se, a rt inside the dea th 
house, is it there vou found your means to strike, 

. + +h • v t;. Q • t • · n - 'ii,\-~-., ,::;-agalnSu u~e pre-eXlSulllg Con.l lOllS 0~ your se~I, 
-your claS'S; is " i if t fi ere y ou ±'ouno:-the measures-:G"o 
destft u ti e the _ vvorld to :f:i:-1'!8: a ffirm £.world makimg 
pot~n~y each ~~ll~~ _h~s and whi ~. l?- i t <;t en from l1~,. 
den1ea to usf To a1s-e ._ 1h:e vvorld to s r J. ;:e 
aga inst the prfs;o~"'i prisons~ we aff'irm multiply 
proliferate worlds and vve search for our means 
measures to_do so". m ... -~ . : -· ·-·-· ~~~~~~:t"~--""·"" 
~~''"~•'>·~-"'':'">i~.;..;>~~~'l>-~;, .tommy, ln ;your searcn vv~ th fr .Lends 
to exit the pr1son, a ll you had to l ose were ;your 
cha ins, but the people, the ones whose shacl-r.les a re 
made of gold, vvill they :pla ce value on the golda nd 
return to worllz for the world that destroys worlds, 

~--~~w>:.,..~~ ... 
or vvill they lock the· lock which locks us down, 
socially distances us and makes; us vvear masks? will 
they join us vvho h a ve nothing t ·o lose but our cha ins 
will they be r1.m . .1.'1ing for their freedom or to get; us_ 
back in the:i::T> pri,i:\lon of all prisw:ts ' '~l- -"'h~~~~"" 

vM l ! • A ev oe 
able to part vVi th from their :f?;Old chafn~:f.=O;;:_ '' 
~~~~~~~~~-t:~.~~{~~~f~·~~:$f,#~~~~-·
They say . vhe virt.lS I preys ,, on those vvho a re n o -G. 

tproductive'for sta te and c~pital,too old too dark 
too poo-r, which the'I e .. ern,is ~t. :Lp.§t.1lY. _sa :t:}- t pre.~_extst"i.u.:g ", 
conditions ' v' .;8er'Y~~;y'ou~11fhrrtfu;s~tn~th'rew ·· · 
the books at you, condemned you to death, and you 
survived 9 you fought for life, and if you a re fighting 
l'!ew to live today 1 in this moment in vvhich V\' e write 
this prayer for you , vve know ±t' s not a fight against 
?- .virus but against what you've been lX}) against a ll 
;yourlife and what we refuse to EII~TTNGt;86 J\J-1)~~Tb~.: 



/ GENERAL , HUl\flAN , BE'YO l\TD HUIVIAN* I N'<H1JlvTAN 

TlU\1 Slf\Xiiitij H AS AI·BE A DY BE GUN 

lfh i s tex t has not been \vritten i n a des i gna:led ' ylQrk- , 
~jf • -, 1 I " + I . . d . . " ' 1 r0..LaC e I ma ny Wl..L no't re aCL ulllS ln a eslgna te CL WOrK- ]:Y ac·e 
B\lt vvhere it i s ,:r,f&tQ, _._ j_ s the de-fa cto p l a ce of work , 
c:, . vv li.JLen vr po tentl a lly, s -rlke . 
~hose 0 ~ UQ ~Ti~ill~ +hi e +ext nr~~er i~ be the nl ac e .... ., . ~. ~ ....... _u _ _ -? u __ ~-...- .v .t..? .t·; c: . v _ . or s\~~i H: 6 
MO. ~ l t l S VH t h t .tl.lS d.es l re 1 l n thl S hOrlzon -- . 
that we pl a ce t hes e typed words on pape r . 
We a re where we l ive, but there, we a re put or pl a ce 
our bollhes s~lves souls to wo rk. 
How to make it the pl a ce of strike . 
Vile work where we live, vve mus t strike f rom there$ *1 
I T BEG TNS TN TH ,i·: H(JJVI 'R 
T.his h sts always been the fact, whatever has be en 
c a lled fem i nism brought tha t f a ct lite r a lly home .*2 
A_.,..rttt it i s from there t hat the sto ppage of wo r k must 
begi n and it i s from t here life is to be reimagi nedt3 
Row a nd Where to begin \Vhen everythi ng is t ransl a ted 
i nto wo r k ( by someone, for someone), Even when we do 
not intend it? 
Love h a EJ been put to ·work Sex has been put to work 
School is wo r k Ca re i s work '' SiEkness'is work H.elatioN 
Pla~Y' i s vvork Art is wo r k Lif e i s v;,0· rk La n gu age Sp eecb 
work Affects at work Psy che s a t work Bo die s a t work 
lVIany of u s ma~/ be reading thi s a t or a s vvo r k . *4 
I f the pl a ce of work h a s been generalized_ ~n th~ pl~~ 
of life 9 Then t he strike has t ·o· be g enera.l lze c1 l n the 
-pl a ces of life . 
REFU S I NG WORK FROM HOIVIE 
I n t h i s period of s t and- still some a re confine d i n 
t heir home's, some a re d enied displ a ced f rom g,the ir 
homes, and some coerced fo rce d to lea ve their homes . 
Bu t a ll are suffo cated by work , c onfine d by vvork . 
We d ef i ne work a s •• • 
Whateve r a ctivity even c ons1.-1Jnp tion or leisure or pl ay 
which supports and enhances t he capacity of stat e a nd 
c apita l to a ccurimla te their power/over, t he ir l egi ti
ma cy a nd cont:iinue on their general course of mono pol
i z i ng t.he me ani ngs a n d forrns e-:f- life can t ake . 
Wh a tever a ctivity which re pro duces 

.,, 1,., . ~~ The World which Destroys 
Whatever ac tivity NH lCLL w rl d 

d :Fl:pends on and perpetu~"te s "s 
de p enden c e on 

Q 
The Wor l d Vi.rhich Des troys 

Worlds . *5 
~t~i k o rc~lqinry ~·ork m e~~c refusi~~ to en~oge 
:-JlJ.L :Y"'B'lJro·d'C- vc ~- - - b J ,', --;- . L; ~,Llc -l. ~t-:- h- " -- L-'-o m- .!. ;;0", ld 
- - Pepp uclng cha"t mon o_l h L egemon lhe ~ or • 

{ 
rre work is pa2. c1 , r.nost unpai d ~ it d9es not ma"tter, if 

i _t d oe s_not a ctivE?lY seek_exit a n d he+p others .- exit, 
'l1V~wDW o -L t J. s workl ne; fo r th.e d.e st:rtJtC_tlon o f worlds . .,<:6 



WHERE L I FE AND WORK mEET 
How t o reproducB our life wi t hout work i ng· for , on be
hal f of~ i n the name of ' savi ng '' ' changi ng ' The World 
To confron t all the levels sca les of des - vvhi ch 
truction is not a task tha t c a n be started Destr oys 
wi;thi n the terms dictated by the 11 real i ty ' Yiforl d s ?*7' 
i mposed by TWWDWs . It is only i n these terms that 
thi s t ·ext c an be called ''m1.reali stic ' • 
Thus refus i ng work from home, wherever we inhabit:? 
where today , l i fe and vvork mee·t, the centers of our 
everyday re p roduction 7 means recla iming our means to 
subsist outside the terms of vvork and outside the 
de p endence on money for tha t subsistence . *8 
FINDI NG OUR PATHS OF EXIT 
As long as vvo r k is determined as a field of activity 
whi ch de p ends on a nd :pe r p etua tes The World which Des
troys Worlds; then whatever benefit, i ncome, pa yment 
~~ not directed out of it, becomes part of its cha

1
i .n 

f l - t · L. - , J . cv c e o _ supp y 1 prod.uc lon, consTJ.m:p-Llon7 ciest;ruc Glon '"' -
vvho se exc:eeding velo ci t;y can:twt be stopped wi thou"t 
stopp i ng our vvork for it . 
This put s most of us i n adouble b i nd 1 a strt..J_cturaili.. con 
- tradiction . Without' measures~ for overcoming these 
contradic ti ons, there is no path or plan of exiit . *9 
LOOKIN~ FOR OUR MEASURES 
Me a sures a re ethi cs , means vvi thout end, f orms of l i fe 
which through contact· between bodies can become con
t agi ous i f they enhance t he capac i t ie·s o f e-th er' bod i e 
coll e c t i ves, ensemble s 1 t;·onmwners, agencements to s 
ret i re from t he i r dependence on The World vvhi ch 

TH E 

reproduction of/ Destroys Worlds>;:l( 
) *10 

( GENERAL 

'

UJYIAN 
(EYO l"ID HUMAN* I N*HUilfiAN STRI KE ( ) 
S ALREADY HERE , UNDERV'Ii'AY , I-LAS BEGUN 

I F WE WANT I T 
IT BEGINS KN THE HOME WH.c~REVER WE I N".tiAB I T 
REFU SI NG WORK FROM HD IVIE 
VVHERE LIFE AND WORK MEET 
F INDI NG OUR xATHS OF EXIT 
LOOKIN~ FOR UR MEASURES 

UR IVIEANS VHTHOUT END 
OUR li'OR.lVi S OF UN/NO RKI NG 

- 2ID -

OF UN;fDOING~ UN/lVIAK I NG
c Til U:c;( /T ,"H' [I 'Q i'T11\Tf'i: 
OF B~0Dfv1"!1~(;' - IlVIPERCEPT I BLE 

8-~ IT•JTi ~B TmtfTG · -Lt~F 
B' I N}dt:rs rLr-'tG w_ 'l .fi 
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QUARANTI NA 
LudiC 
Lucidi tie s 
of t he 
Societ y 
of t h e 
Friends 

1. We will not be able to ' vvork ' and consu1ne ourr way 
ou t of the overlapp ing crises we a re spinning . ' 

2 . Thus, the holy grail of a command-based ''green' 
economics is a ruse, the sooner we conf::r:ont this 

'·p robab il:iLty 1 as wha tever corrununi tie s of s truggle 
the more chance there is to shift t he grounds and 
orienta tion of our struggles. 

3. Vlh a t i s re quired a re not onl;y a multiplicity of 
tfia4r t a ctics of subversion, sabotage ~ de·fection, 
withdr awal 1 detournement but a l s o pl~_of. exit 
and pl ans. for exi:stence outside the dependencies 
on sta te and capital. 

4. These a re not work pl ans as much a s they are strike 
plans, prolonged, infinite , unexpected and ea rly 
retirements from the conrrnuni ties of work- wage- de·bt

-class- privilege-consumption-produc tion-violence-
- exploita tion- extra ction- destruction . 

5. Our pension plans shall consist of one another and 
the ea rth, and our capacities to weave together an 
intrica te web of ];Joints of conta ct and rela tion,of 
holdi ng an d being held and our rising and falling 
will no longer depend~one dimensional dire-ctional 
exchanges but the multi-t_ransversa litv of our world 

6.All of this calls for joyful experienc~s o·f - -s. 
int e r-t::r:ans-being- becomirrgs vvi th th0·se we live 
vvi th and desire with un/make worlds with, 

7. Un/make, becau-se every pro cess of crea tion calls 
or r.lies on capacities of de/creation. 

e 
8. Given the ludic d i mensi1on invoked there shal::';. be 

a gr ea t d ea l of pl ay he re, re/ creation i?rofanation . 
(to kick around the sacred tenets of capita l like 
priva te propert;y as 'Ne would a ball among friends) 

9 . These processes will not t ake pl a ce overnight·, but 
the s hift in our way of look ing , li s t ening , loving~ 
thinking, caring~ curing , healing~ ea ting , revolt
ing·, imagining·, plotting· our lines and measures 
can beg in rrow . 

10 . Mea sures, call them anarchist, femi nist, con1Inunist, 
co~~unalist, corrunonist, queer, deco lonia] , 
anti- av.thori t a rian-sta te-capi t a list-fa scisit , 
p ermacultural, intersectio-nal., transversal , 
let them be hows not whats and whos, so that _

23
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they can offer ways out of our d ependenc ies to 
capital and. state and all the insti tuti01:1s which 
attempt to deny, control 1 determine the reproduction 
of our lives . 

11 . We call measures the specific modes of confrontin~ 
and overcoming the contradictions (in our lives) 
that ha ve been strL:tctured and }?resented to u:s as 
the givens, the pre -existing conditions. 

l2 . Measures as s necific modes of destituting t he 
. t . J.- t . WHl c-t'l -'- t -'- -P • . • 1 b -J.Cb lns l·uu lons /\creaue s a ues Oi prlVl egeiN .. eu~er 
through race, gender~ class 9 so-called-ab ility, 
including 1 begi nning with those which may ha ve 

tgranted J them to us . 
13 . Consider, for example, money~ vvhich affords those 

in possession of it a great deal of ' privileget: 
a measure can be t.he use of any money vve ha ve 
ac cess to tovvard creating com.D:lon infra stru.ctures 
of life which reduce our dependency on money , thus 
sta t .e and capital. 

l4. ' Universal Basic Income ' like the so-called green 
brus.ht 1oJ:ah is another tether of maintaining: 
dependency on s t at e and capita l and producing 
inclusions, exclusions, zones of privlhlege , 
further structural contradict ions? risking to 
fuel further glo bal ine qual ities, na tiona list., 
protectionist. even fascist tendencies affi it 
perta ins to 1Nho is ''entitled ' such an income. 
The ne is a lso the more obvious po i n t of fuel ing 
further the pro ductive?destructive forces of 
the world which destroys Jlreempts f9re,closes world, 

l5 \.',l·e ca n 'V1o-J.- 'cba ·.-, go ·'the '~'or'ld· ' mit h·•p+ n' >'<l.;.. ;,,:1P:' s -!.... ' • ; -., .1..!. l; . 1.. ,_._L..i._::, '-' ..r...L '~ •' _ ..... ..: 'I'·'- .... __ IJ -<\.U l.O .... _V-l-.L Q 

our co mplicity in reproducing it. This is simple 
to S ..., . .. a"'"'1 - ,· r~l· +e 't1Rr d "·r +o ,,n/do a .... JI . .L.L \..).. \ •o.J v ? .... c.., .c: l.J lA-_ 1 ~ • 

16.Thinking solely from t he pe r spective of concentr
a ted fonns of po-v~rer/over like s t a te and capita l 
pl a ces us i nto abstra ction, e:lnd vvorse, producing 
apat h;y and i mpo ten ce. Thinking from and developing 
multiplyi ng our perspectives through the communit
ies (including the ''dead ' and so-called i nhuman 
life fo:mns) we struggle with, un/make vvorlds with, 
the obstacles and possibilities become more tang
ible 9 more po tent-ia l . 

l7.We don 't want to ' change the world 1 but to stop 
it s elimina tion of worlds, to de stitute the mono 
world which blinds us of from seeing the multi
plicity of worlds and blocks us fro m our world
making and unmaking abilities. 

- 24 -



1 8 . '-ro h a ve lived has mean-t- the creation re-crea tion 
of worlds, we s eek to expeY~ience and mul ti ]Jly them 
in their diversity an d richness , their teRtures, 
l ayers, dimensions, pl a teaus, we sea rch for the 
joyful wisdom and floral games of a poetry a lfid 
an art of everyday life or what in the &rovencal 
langua ge svvas referJJed to as ga i s aber ! occi tan 

19 . 1N e must reclaim ' science 1 from the determinat ions 
of capital and state . Since the so -called sciences 
and their accompan;;ring forms of thought- knowledge· 
a re currently and increasingly so confrilgured and 
instrumentalized tovvard means of control , accvsnul
l a tion of capital, concent;rations of power/over . 

20 . I n the current state of th±ngs and dis/bala nce· 
of forces and determinations~ any hope place·d in 
science (royal) a nd technolo gy to resolve the 
crises conf:r?ontlling earthly existence is to put it 
in the kindest of terms - misplaced . 

20 . Our sciences vvill be gay and minor, slow in giving 
consideration and s pace to other agencies forms of' 
life, learning with them . 

2l .Our lear:.!'ling will thus implica te euphoric playf:li!:l 
<t 

processes of unlearning and w~dis lining of thoug~. 
22 . VJ e cannot discover reclaim redeem remember the 

suppresed re pressed the free fo:t7ms of life and 
living(without the impositions on them by state 
a nd capital) if we do no t in t a ndem search for 
recihilJJ i m recover translate reinvent the su-!lepress
ed the free forms of t hought and thinking . 

23 . Form- of- l i fe names the inseparab-ility of thinking; 
and living, 'Nhich i mplies e-<.rery thinking is also· 
a thinkirrg of the possibilities and implications 
on living· (otherwise, it i s not deserving of the 
name-this i s a s true for a pl ant or tree or even: 
da re we say a virus1 a s it is for a ' human '). 

24.In their current form, arrangement, disposition, 
the sys-t ems a nd institutions of ' knowledge ' are 
vvha t corral and inscribe them (kno1rvledges) and 
reduce mutilate them into morsels to feed the 
p roduc tive/destructive ca pacities of the 1Norld 
which destroys worlds . 

25 . The universities and schools of ' preparation ~ ( f or 
vvhat? for vvhom?) a re currently the main instrument: 
for bestowing , na turalizing, and legitimizing the 
structures of h i e r a rchy and privilege: providing a 
venee,r of a ccess , merit, ' affirmative a ction ', 
sometimes allowing 'pre- existing conditions ' to be 
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questioned, historic i zed , narrated, theorized, but 
never desti tuted . The ins titu tions live perpe tua lly 
as the ch i mera ( and self- a s s i gned ' c a re - t akers ' 
settlements )o-f knovvledge as truth and the guarantors 
guar d-ians tha t the truths an d fruits of tha t know
l edge will n ever be lived , tha t i s , wi l l neve r de 
stitute the in-stitutions of clas:s, patria rchy , h i er
a rchy, colonial i ty and the i r assoc i a ted '·privileg es 1 ! 
26 . Thus, the gay sciences which awa it us re qu i re 

their own centers and de -centering s of knowledge s . 
27 . As ;)rou can s19.Rse , secessionsfrom the necro poli tics 

of sts.te and Cg-1l i t a l a re not fantasj_es but they 
may become fant a st.ic! 

28 . Ca n y ou t ake thesE!· notes ' se rious ly ' , can you taij:e 
the ' inhmnan ' call of a virus to s trike se rious ly, 
c an . you t ake a rt serio~lSly, ca~ y ou . t ake a f ictig£
soclety c ompo sed of frlends a.nd_ thelr text·s , 
seriously,has as · much t o s Py abou t politics a s 
doe $ as d o es our apprehension o-f the lines written 

forand uttered_ by tho se who play the roles of premi er 
chancellor, president, p rime minster, go verno r, 
chairman , d irector, chief executive. 

29 . Vlhat ever could be ca lled the coming politics will 
re f i gure pl a;y i n the pl ay of forces 9 G:¥.r:eL~confront; 
t he ' magic of the state' and the sleight of hand '"<> 
of the ' i nvi s ible h and ' s of t he so-called market . 

30 . ;J:here hav e always been a t least two &omi nant fb r ms 
of frivolity and pl ay . One 1fiJ'hich uses laughter and_ 
a rt to ado rn and legitimize even i n their seemi ng 
o ppositionalit r the sta te of things . The second 
to ca ll i nto quest ion =5-11: v;hat i s 'to be t aken 
se riously; hea r d , s een ? and to contest the values 
t a ken seriously as a part of the movements to 
destitute, disestablis~ the s t ~te of thing s. 

3l.We a.re as potent a s the stori e s vv e tell and wh0· 
we we a ve them with . 

32 . Putting our fictions i nto pl ay is no t s im~ply a 
a cal l to escape rea lit r or disa rm t he st a te, it
i s rather t o begi n to see the masks , roles, and 
fictions myths we p erpetuate seriously . Th .. 

3.3 •1J:lhe s t a tes as t he police a r m of ca11i t a l or ec6n omy 
use l a w and the seriousness of ac cusa tions of 
criminality as their mai n tools of r e pre ssion and 
co ersion . Toda;y , t hey a r e d i san11ed by a virus 
which t hey cannot a rrest, apprehend, threa ten 
wi th ' time •· and for t h is its agents tirelessly 
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seek to f i nd proxies through t he p ropa gation of 
v a r ious theories (conspir~torial ) which whethe r 
having a basis in f a cts or not alway s serve to 
allo c a te blan:'le on a specific party, g roup , rogue 
a ctors? secret society, origi n ? fault ~ error, l i e 
vvh ich co v ers over the mo-st evident etat-e tru.th, 
tha t our truth s swim in the toxic and murky waters 
of lyi ng s t at es and states of lying . 

34 . 0ur tru ths are cond itione d by our fictions a n d 
our fic tions condi tion our truth s. 

35 . To maJ!e a nd unmake pol i tics vvith a virus a river 
a hurricane a forest a moun t a in a s c omrade does 
not mean to ins tn:unent al ize it in order to reach 
a des ired outcome or end, nor i s it to merely 
util i ze it a s object or subjec t to exposit a 
se t of conditions w e struggle against or even foc , 
it means to allow it to a ffect and shift the sites 
p r a ctices of politics, and our forms of thinki ng 
and living ? our form-of-life. 

36 . r.ro put dit in the most t angible of terms, thus 
toucha-ble by everyone no matter their age or cla ss 
race gende r ' education' sexualorien t a tion sm; 
How we ca re/ cure, make use and conta ct, touch and 
a llow ourselves to be touched, thus a ffect a nd be 
affe cted, how we rep ro duce recreate ourselves 
vvi th t h e other life forms a round us vvill no long er 
be the unthought of the po-wer-game s of the old bo y s 
clubs, vvhich deter mi ned 'Nha t politics has l argely 
meant for colon i a l and i mperi a l cultures. 
'I'h is u..11thought or lll1.derthought of imperial a nd 
colonial conceptions of politics may i n the 
l i ghts and shado-vvs cas t by the virus be the 
prima ry elements of the politics to come , tha t is, 
the l.Hr.Jnaki ng of the world a n d the prolifera tion 
of wo rlds and our senses of worlds . 

37 . Ex i t ing from the grips of s t a te and capital ' s 
control over life is not a crimi nal a ffa ir, the 

'crimi nals' vv i l l be those who ab/o:s e their powers 
to blo c k stand in our way . 

38 . We don 't want to end on a dark not e , so l et us begi 
the game we have called upon, l e t us i magine the n, 
darkes t corners illwnina te m.ost and i t is in this 
darkness of our comrnon existence that we mus t find 
our conditions f or seeing anew . Kost o f us h a ve 
been t a u ght all our l ives to j_gnore our shadows, 
but it i s time to have a look a t what we have be
come i n escaping our shadows . To confront our sha-
dows~ i s to confront the conditions of our be comi~i 
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39. ~ro confront our shadovvs is to reconsider and 
put i nto a real crisis all t hat we i nherit 'a s 
h i story, tradition, as t he pre -exist i ng con
ditions in all its u.gliness and brutality as 
well as gentleness and be·auty; moreo v er, to 
find our singula r 'Nays to say yes to it, to· 
become worthy of it. 

4-0. Til now, history has been t aught t o many of us 
as date s on a calendar narrated from t he pers
pe ctive s of t hose vvho started keep i ng cou.cv:tt. a nd 
a ccounts. But vre know tha t like our shadows, we 
a re relentlessly pursued i n our daily movements 
by all that has dete r mi ned and moved vva lked b e
fore us; t hat history i s ou r living rela tion to 
t he possibilities and i mpossibilities of existing 
to the errancy· of paths foreclo sed, unexami ned , 
unpursued, and those which lead to dead- ends, 
cul-de-sa cs, or forks along t he ways . At whichev-

- t l k · d - e-r poln we a re, oo_ lng a rot.U'.L us, VJe reco gnlzH -
that ·we have been steadily corraled and forc ed 
upon one road, andwo r se 9 st i ll , told that there 
is only one vvay to mo ve on it. We must d ismantle 
d isestablish deconstruct this :ro ad brick by bri ck 
til the multip licity of pat h s, especia lly the 
untrodden and forest a lled are once again pe rceiv
abl e. In this undergo ing, we ma;y ;yet uncover tha t 
our mo vements were not only restricted spatia lly, 
but also p ro gressively determined tempora lly: 
prohibitin~ a lso our movements along the paths of 
time. 
Wh a tever these day s of stand-still or quar antine 
a re, let them not be considered as anon1olous days 
on a c a lendar in the year 20 20 o r a s i mmobile 
ones, since t h e g rea test movemen ts can t ake' p l a ce 
in the movement of our passions and those which 
c a n reignite our imagi nari es to vvard the worlds 
vvhich we would prefer to live rather thar.P~mono· 
vvorld we vvould prefer not to, the one pre-establ
ished for us . 
Let them be come day s t'llhich, in shifting our sense· 
abilities ever so slightly, we are a ble to open 
to a mul ti plici t~/ of paths 1 movements, relations 
to what it may be a n d h a ve b een to live, and to 
say yes to tha t living of a world, with other 
wo rlds, of our own making and unJnaking . 
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nuna bl e to Arrest the Virus 
Th·ey Look to TE,r g et Bla me Sa n ction Arrest A_n;ything 
Which Moves Agai ns t Their Ch oreo gr aphy 
Which Shows The ir I mpotence i n Apprehending t he Vi rus ' 
( not jus t what it un/doe s but wha t it cormnut}ica t es ) 

Postscrip t: 
If you are a t a ll confused by t he seemi ng contradict~ 
ions of the competing injunctives to stay- home and to 
go-wo r k 1 don ' t be . 
Just a s Capital i st States split i n two main ccunps in 
the early part of the l a st c entury- i n response tO' 
i n t ernal crises surely prompted b;y the Anarchist, 
Communi st , So cia list, Syndi ca list Movements-with a 
Fa scist Authoritarian Nat ional i st Fa ce and a Li beral
Democra tic Internationa l -Imperial Front- . Today vve 
appear i n the mi ds t of a s i mila r dynamic. Bo t h sides 
wage wars for Cap i t a l 9 one in the nameof '1nat iona l 
int e re st ' and the other i n the n ame of ''libe rty and 
justic e for a ll' demo cra t i zation ' develo pment-t etc . 
All wi t h a mi x and m;;ttch appro a ch and va rious a va t a rs. 
In either c a se, we know why they go to war . 
What_we a re seeing a t the level of s t a te s is an inte~j 
struggle between two f a ces of t he same: f a ith and s aMe 
c a t a strophe . One orients t he faithful toward a 
' tolerable 1 (in nu!'T1be rs) and da t a xdri ven managemen t : 
of the troubles bel ieving i n t -e chnology and s ci ence 
(royal) to help weather t he l i tera l a n d metaphori c 
s torrns (to come) . The se cond dresses and addresses 
its f a ithful in whatever garb, G'od, Nation, Work, 
Free dom, Tradition , A..YJ.;ything to keep t he r at es of 
r eturn coming ( 3~? ) 1 n o mat t e r how many dead , no 
matter vvhat the cost ( a s t hey will a l ways be ' external 
i z ed ' , d eferred, litera lly a - mort - ized) . 
Putting t r ust i n either party in this confl ict clea rl
s p ells trouble a .q.ead . Fo r t unat ely , or unfortuna tely J' 
n t. fiRfS ot 1 . 11 ~ t d . f- t h ror some , hereA a 1ns or ~aos o .1s~rac us ere, 
t hough many c l early yearn to pl a y a nd be capt i va t ·ed 
b~r the roles of va rious f i g t1re s of the l a st century . 
All fashion themselves as saviou :ss of The Economy a nd 
a ll ultimat ely a tt·emp t to h a rnes s t he c yberneti c and 
a lgorhythmic t e chnolog ie s toward *~H<t~ vvhat '?other tha n 
the i r authori t y and authorita rian t ·endenc ies remai ns 
to be undone . How? 
Exi (s)t Pl a ns requ ire d isembedding our bodies from t'l];e 
repro duct ion and sancti f ica tion of an~r of these t end
encies in f a ith and t heir appro ~priat ion of our l i ve·s, 
lo-ves, a nd thoughts . 
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